
Greetings from me to you! 
     I hope you are all surviving 
the season, tax season that is.  
This is the time of year when I 
reflect on the words, "The good 
Lord giveth and He taketh 
away."  Well at least He giveth.  
The IRS only taketh away.  On 
April 15th I feel a lot like Caesar 
on March 15th, except the IRS 
has never been a friend of mine. 
     This is my quarterly plea for 

increased involvement not just in your associations 
(local and state) but in leadership roles, especially.  The 
LVMA Board will be making a real push to increase 
awareness of position openings and available slots.  We 
plan to be as persistent as Jehovah's Witnesses 
moonlighting as Amway salesmen.  At this juncture it is 
imperative that you stay informed and get involved as 
the face of Veterinary Medicine and how we do business 
is rapidly changing and is constantly threatened.  If you 
don't think so, consider the Fairness to Pet Owners Bill, 

the Veterinary Mobility 
Act, or even the bills 
concerning exotic cats, 
wild quadripeds  and 
"animal friendly" license 
plates.  News to you? 
     Keep in mind that the 
SWVS is happening in 
September in Ft. Worth 
and is one of the largest 
and finest conferences 
offered.  Louisiana is a 
partner in this endeavor 
and we know you won't 
be disappointed if you 
attend.  If you attended the LVMA winter meeting, thank 
you. It was a huge success in spite of the weather.  Join 
us again in Lafayette in January 2015.  By then the 
Saints will be gearing up for the super bowl.  Who Dat ! 
     
Sincerely, 
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Board Meeting Updates 
A meeting of the LVMA Board of 

Directors took place on Sunday, April 

13, 2014 in Baton Rouge, La.  

Some of the noteworthy discussions 

included: 

 Dr. Olivier, President of LVMA, 

asked all district representatives 

to go to their local meetings and 

promote involvement in the 

LVMA. 

 LSART Animal Emergency 

Responder Boot Camp is 

scheduled for April 28 to May 2, 

2014 at the LSU SVM/False 

River-Ventress.  

 HB 1091 has been filed to regulate 

dogs traveling on INTERSTATE 

highways in the back of pickup 

trucks. The dogs would have to be 

secured in the back of the vehicle 

if this House Bill is approved. 

 LSART recently trained 50 

veterinary technicians on three 

phases of emergency and disaster 

response related to animals, 

including Animal Emergency 

Planning for Veterinarians and  

Animal Businesses, Pet Evacuation, 

and Pet Shelter Training. 

 The next meeting of the Board of 

Directors is set for Sunday, July 13, 

2014 and will focus on planning for 

the 2014-2015 budget. Budget 

request forms can be requested by 

emailing 

office@lvma.org. 
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IT’S  SPRING AND OUR THOUGHTS TURN 
TOWARD $….. 
 
Spring is in full swing and with it brings 
the legislative session and the budgeting 
season.  Dr. Patrick Thistlethwaite and 
our intrepid governmental consulting 
team of Bud Courson and Jim Nickel have 
been “watching your back” at the 
legislature.  Please see page 6 for the key 
bills they are following.  Hopefully 
everyone reading this has also received 
an email from the Office in the past few 
weeks asking you to send emails to your 
members of congress in support of the 
Veterinary Medicine Mobility Act and in 
opposition to the “so-called” Fairness to 
Pet Owners Act, at the federal level. 
 
Another springtime and summer activity 
at the LVMA is the preparation of the 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year 
beginning on September 1, 2014 and 
ending on August 31, 2015.  Any requests 

for funding by the LVMA that are 
anticipated during that period of time 
should be submitted prior to July 1, 2014 
using an LVMA budget request form.  The 
Board will meet on July 13, 2014 to adopt 
the budget, as well as conduct other 
business.  Requests for funding that are 
submitted after the budget is adopted 
face an uphill battle.  Committee Chairs 
and others who routinely are involved in 
the budget process should receive budget 
request forms in May.  If you are not on 
our list and need a form, please contact 
the office.  
 
Stay well and stay connected! 

Executive Director ’s Report  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Louisiana Veterinary Medical Association 

8550 United Plaza Blvd., Suite 1001 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

Phone:  (225) 928-5862 

FAX:  (225) 408-4422 

office@lvma.org 

www.lvma.org 
 

President 

Dr. Sue Olivier, District 8 
 

President-Elect 

Dr. Kirk Ryan, District 9 

 

Vice President 

Dr. Trisha Marullo, District 5 
 

Treasurer 
Dr. Amy Grayson, District 6 

 

Immediate Past President 
Dr. Dale Peyroux, District 7 

 

Board Members 
Dr. Glen Ritter, District 1 

Dr. James W. Rundell, District 2 

Dr. David McGraw, District 3 
Dr. Matt Traylor, District 4 

Dr. Carl Helouin, District 6 

Dr. J. Edwin Davis, Member-at-Large 
Dr. Marion Sewell, Member-at-Large 

Catherine Chambers, Ex-Officio 

William Ryan, Ex-Officio 
 

Committee Chairs 

Companion Animal: Dr. John Mauterer 
Emergency Management: Dr. Renee Poirrier 

Food Animal: Drs. Shannon Gonsoulin, Darren 

Schilling and Jacques Fuselier 
Legislative Committee: Dr. Patrick Thistlethwaite 

Political Action: Dr. Alfred Stevens 

 

WJE Foundation Trustees 

Dr. Carl Helouin, President 

Dr. Gordon Pirie, Treasurer 
Dr. Anne Guedry 

Dr. Richard Lefebvre 

Dr. Jacqueline Simon 
 

AVMA Delegate 

Dr. C. Wayne Roberson 
 

AVMA Alternate Delegate 

Dr. Robert C. Gros 
 

Executive Director 
H. Bland O’Connor, Jr. 

 

Submit articles and advertisements to the 

LVMA office as follows: 

January/February Newsletter December 15th 

March/April Newsletter February 15th 

May/June Newsletter           April 15th 
July/August Newsletter June 15th 

September/October Newsletter August 15th 

November/December Newsletter October 15th 

The Louisiana 
Veterinarian 

 
Southwest Veterinary Symposium 

September 25-28, 2014 
Fort Worth, Texas 

 

 
LVMA 2015 Winter Meeting 

January 22-25, 2015 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Mark Your Calendar 
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WALTER J. ERNST, JR. VETERINARY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

thanks the following contributors 

 

Thanks to the following people, clinics, and all past contributors, the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary Memorial Foundation continues to 
grow. Your continued support will help the Foundation to reach new heights. Please consider a contribution today and encourage your clients to 
participate in our memorial program. 
 

 

Donations in Memory of Pets: 

 

Dr. Courville, Sulphur Animal Clinic 
 

Dr. Kent, Kent Veterinary Clinic 
 

The Jefferson Animal Hospital 
 

The Animal Medical Center 

Donations in Memory of Persons: 

 

Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Pirie 

in memory of Mrs. Lorraine Amedee 

 

Dr. & Mrs. Sam Haase 

in memory of  Harold Jones 

Happy Spring! 

From, The LVMA 
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Bill Number Date Status Summary 

HB 861 2/28/2014 Pending 
The bill will prohibit the transportation of certain domestic animals in pickup 
truck beds unless they are safely crated 

SB 523 2/28/2014 Pending 

The bill would provide that it is illegal to possess, train, purchase, or sell any 
chicken, gamefowl, rooster, or other bird with the intent that the chicken, 
gamefowl, rooster, or other bird will engage in an unlawful commercial or  
private cockfight 

HB 958 2/28/2014 Pending The bill would prohibit the transport of live feral hogs 

SB 357 2/28/2014 Pending 
The bill would ban the importation or private possession of certain constrictor 
and venomous snakes 

SB 131 2/25/2014 Pending 
The bill would require an annual fee of twenty-five dollars for the animal  
prestige license plate 

Bills to Track in 2014 Legislative Session 
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The LVMA would like to extend its sincere con-

dolences to the family of former LVMA President, 

Dr. Tommy Duke Williams, 79. Dr Williams passed 

away on Thursday evening, April 17, 2014, after a 

lengthy illness.  

He was a native of Keithville, LA and a resident 

of Shreveport for 56 years. Dr. Williams was a 

graduate of Louisiana State University and Texas 

A&M University Veterinary School, class of 1956.  

He founded the Agurs Animal Clinic in 1958 

and later, the North Shreveport Animal Hospital, 

where he continued to practice until May of 2013. 

He served as a member of the State Liaison Com-

mittee for continuing veterinary medicine education 

for LSU from 1972 – 1982. He also served on the 

Louisiana State Board of Veterinary Medical Exam-

iners. 

Dr. Williams was presented with the Trinity 

Heights Service Award, served on the Board of Edu-

cation, and as President of the Athletic Club. He en-

joyed being with family, his career, and fishing.  

Dr. Tommy Duke Williams 
07/05/1934-04/17/2014 

 

The mission of the Louisiana Association of Veteri-

nary Technicians is to represent and promote the highest 

standards within the veterinary technician professional 

along with the veterinary health care team.  

The Association promotes the educational and pro-

fessional advancement of the entire veterinary team by 

supporting continuing education programs and spon-

sored seminars. It strives to exemplify the utmost pro-

fessionalism with top ethical standards and humane ani-

mal care in cooperation with the veterinary medical pro-

fession. Its goal is to promote the veterinary health care 

team, increased public awareness of veterinary techni-

cians, and the human-animal bond.  

 

 

For more information and a membership  

application for LAVT go to: 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ 

Louisiana-Association-of-Veterinary-Technicians/ 

Louisiana Association of  

Veterinary Technicians 



Classifieds 

Looking for more ways to promote your company? 

 
The LVMA offers annual sponsorships of their website. The fee is $500.00 and your company logo will run on a 

rotating banner advertisement on the homepage of the website for an entire year. This is a great way to get your 
name out there! Contact the LVMA office for more information. 

To place a classified advertisement, please email the LVMA office at office@lvma.org.  If you are a LVMA member, 

classified ads are free of charge.  All others are $6.00 per line.  If you have questions about our advertising rates, please 

contact the LVMA office at (225) 928-5862, (800) 524-2996, office@lvma.org, or visit our website at www.lvma.org. 

Small Animal Emergency Clinic located in West Monroe, LA has an 

immediate opening for a full time veterinarian. The position offers a very 

attractive base salary plus production percentage. Please e-mail resume to 

Tracy Miller at tracym2001@gmail.com or mail it to 102 Downing Pines 

Road West Monroe, LA 71292. 

Full Time Associate Veterinarian needed for high caliber, progressive small 

animal hospital in Shreveport, LA. Our practice offers modern, state of the 

art equipment such as Computerized In-House Blood Chemistry capabilities. 

Ultrasound, Digital X-Ray, Video Endoscopy and Surgical Laser. Our 

friendly, skilled technical staff strives to serve our clientele with 

understanding and enthusiasm. We also offer specialized boarding facilities. 

No after hour emergencies. We are looking for a dedicated, client-oriented 

practitioner who has well-rounded medical and surgical skills. buy-in 

potential. Please mail, fax or email resumes to: Southside Animal Hospital, 

c/o Dr. Edward K. Loyd, 9261 Youree Dr., Shreveport, LA 71115; Fax: 318-

797-8068; Email: eloyd7@comcast.net; Website: http://

southsideahonyouree.com/ 

American Humane Association seeks No Animals Were Harmed® 

Veterinarians to train as Certified Animal Safety Representatives to 

represent AHA’s Film & Television Unit on production locations on a part-

time, on-call basis in Albuquerque, Atlanta, Austin, New Orleans, & New 

York to ensure humane treatment of animal actors.  Full details at: http://

www.americanhumane.org/about-us/careers/current-job-openings/nawh-

veterinarian-cas-representative.html  

Bowie vet box crown II around 8 years old excellent shape, everything 

works, refrigerator, hot/cold water. $3500. Call 337-359-8770 or 337-577-

4087 

Welcome!  The 83rd Annual Conference for Veterinarians and Veterinary 

Technicians will be held Saturday May 3, 2014 at the School of Veterinary 

Medicine.  For more information and to register on-line visit the SVM 

homepage (http://www1.vetmed.lsu.edu/svm/) or contact Paula Jones at 225-

578-9825 or email: paulaj@lsu.edu. 

Join a team committed to practicing the highest quality medicine. Banfield 

Pet Hospital is hiring experienced Associate Veterinarians in Lafayette, 

Harvey and Baton Rouge. We see a diverse caseload and focus on 

teamwork, compassionate pet care, and client education. Outstanding 

compensation and benefits. Relocation assistance or sign on bonus may be 

available for some locations. To apply visit http://www.banfield.com/

Veterinary-Professionals/ 

TESTING VETERINARIANS NEEDED The United States Equestrian 

Federation needs testing veterinarians for its Equine Drugs and Medications 

Program in many parts of the United States. Intermittent work as an 

independent contractor. Scheduled four-six weeks in advance, when you are 

available. Hourly pay and expenses. Help United States Equestrian 

Federation protect the fairness of equestrian competition. Please respond to 

medequestrian@aol.com or call (800) 633-2472. 

Immediate Opening for Full Time Veterinary Technicians. Seeking full 

time veterinary technicians for a busy mixed animal practice in Rayne, 

LA (twenty minutes west of Lafayette, LA). This is a well-established 

practice, equipped with the latest medical equipment: digital radiography, 

ultrasound, laser therapy, in house lab, etc. This practice offers boarding, 

grooming and performs a large number of surgeries as well as a variety of 

surgical procedures. Competitive pay and great working environment. 

Send or email resume to: Acadia Animal Medical Center, LLC, 284 

Llama Road, Rayne, LA 70578. aamcvets@gmail.com. 

www.acadiaanimalmedcenter.com. 

Profexray vintage portable x-ray machine with stand.  Recently inspected, 

fully functional 25mA machine located in Baton Rouge.  Make offer. 225-

927-7196. 

VetTech NEEDED - Shreveport Practice is looking for a full time 

veterinary technician who thrives in a fun learning environment.  5 doctor, 

3RVT, 20 support staff practice; small animal medicine.  Competitive Pay 

and Benefits: medical and retirement and PTO.  E-mail or mail a resume 

to: Catherine Foret, DVM, University Veterinary Hospital, 7700 East 

Kings Highway, Shreveport, LA 71115. universityvet@me.com. 

www.excellentanimalcare.com. 

Petstar Animal Care is seeking a full-time Veterinarian with interest in triage 

of critical care cases, surgery and inpatient care to expand our services in 

beautiful Ruston, Louisiana. Excellent client communication and staff 

communication skills are required. We are a family oriented, AAHA 

accredited practice with a knowledgeable support staff and a top notch 

clientele. We currently employ 3 doctors with family oriented veterinary 

work schedules. Our 6500 sq. foot facility houses 5 exam rooms, a spacious 

treatment area, pharmacy and laboratory, surgery suite and intensive care 

unit, as well as a luxury boarding wing. The practice is also well equipped, 

offering Eklin Digital Radiology, MyLab30 Gold Ultrasound, Idexx 

Catalyst, Lasercyte and Coag, In house Lab Equipment, Tonovet 

Tonometry, IM3 Deluxe Dental Machine, AVImark Veterinary Software 

and much more. To join our team, please e-mail resume' to 

jessica@petstaranimalcare.com or call Dr. Underwood at 318-255-7081. 

Need a speaker for your local association meeting? 

Please contact the LSU Office of Veterinary Continuing Education for 

help scheduling a speaker & selecting a topic. 

Contact:  Paula Jones:  225-578-9825, paulaj@lsu.edu  OR Dr. Kirk 

Ryan:  225-578-9600, kryan@lsu.edu 

Associate Veterinarian Wanted for a part time position in an established and 

growing clinic in Monroe. Applicant must have excellent client 

communication and task delegation skills. Friendly work environment. If 

interested, please call 318-325-6050. 
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Event Hosts Event Date Venue City, State Contact Information 

Louisiana State Animal 

Response team 

Animal Emergency 

Responder Boot Camp 

April 28—May 2, 

2014 

LSU SVM & False 

river 

Baton Rouge, LA (337) 298-1636 

www.lsart.org 

Boehringer Ingelheim 

Vetmedica, Inc.  
Feline Patient Symposium May 18, 2014 Renaissance Hotel, 

Baton Rouge 

Baton Rouge (504) 616-6006 

 

Lake Erie Walleye 

Fishing, Golfing & Sport 

Shooting 

20thAnnual Veterinary 

Seminar Weekend 

May 15—May 18, 

2014 

Commodore Perry 

Inn & Suites 

Port Clinton, OH (740) 344-3061 

www.lakeerieseminars.com 

California Veterinary 

Medical Association 

2014 Pacific Veterinary 

Conference 

June 19—22, 2014 Hilton San 

Francisco 

San Francisco, 

CA 

(800) 655-2862 

www.pacvet.net 

American Veterinary 

Medical Association 

2014 Annual Convention July 25—29, 2014 Colorado 

Convention Center 

Denver, CO (800) 248-2862 

www.avmaconvention.org 

Association of Avian 

Veterinarians 

35th Annual Conference August 2—6, 2014 Sheraton Hotel New Orleans, LA (608) 268-4714 

www.AAV.org 

San Diego County 

Veterinary Medical 

Association 

2014 Fall Veterinary 

Conference 

September 20-—21, 

2014 

Wyndham San 

Diego Bayside 

Hotel 

Sand Diego, CA (619) 640-9583 

www.sdcvma.org 

Louisiana Veterinary 

Medical Association 

2014 Equine Committee 

Seminar 

September 21-—23, 

2014 

Sam’s Town Shreveport, LA (337) 235-9945 ask for Lacey 

Blanchard 

www.lvma.org 

Southwest Veterinary 

Symposium 

Engage 2014 September 25—28, 

2014 

Fort Worth 

Convention Center 

Fort Worth, TX (972) 664-9800 

www.swvs.org 

 

The 

 Louisiana 

 Veterinarian 

8550 United Plaza Blvd., Suite 1001 

Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

(800) 524-2996 or (225)928-LVMA 

Fax (225)408-4422 
 

 


